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SUBJECT: LABOR MP DEFECTS TO LIBERALS 

1. SUMMARY - THE DEFECTION OF A LABOR MP TO THE LIBERALS 
AND THE PUBLICATION OF AN OPINION POLL SHOWING AN IN- 
CREASE IN LIBERAL SUPPORT HAVE GIVEN NEW CREDIBILITY TO 
LIBERAL DEMANDS FOR A COALITION GOVERNMENT. END SUMMARY 

2. CHRISTOPHER MAYHEW, LABOR MP AND FORMER LABOR MINIS- 
TER. CONFIRMED YESTERDAY (JULY 9) THAT HE WAS LEAVING 
THE LABOR PARTY AND WOULD BE TAKING THE LIBERAL WHIP. 

HIS DEFECTION REDUCES LABOR'S PARLIAMENTARY MARGIN OVER 
THE CONSERVATIVES TO THREE (298 TO 295) AND SWELLS THE 
RANKS OF LIBERAL MPS TO FIFTEEN. 
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3. MAYHEW IS A STRONG PRO-MARKETEER (ONE OF THE 69 
LABOR MPS WHO DEFIED THEIR WHIPS TO VOTE FOR EC ENTRY 
IN OCTOBER 1971), AND AN OUTSPOKEN SUPPORTER OF THE ARAB 
CAUSE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. HE HAS BEEN AT ODDS WITH 
HAROLD WILSON ON MANY ISSUES EVER SINCE 1966 WHEN HE 
RESIGNED AS MINISTER FOR THE NAVY IN A DISPUTE OVER 
DEFENSE POLICY. 

4. IN A STATEMENT ISSUED YESTERDAY TO EXPLAIN HIS RESIG- 
NATION FROM THE LABOR PARTY AFTER 28 YEARS' SERVICE AS A 
LABOR MP, MAYHEW CHARGED THAT THE PARTY HAD BECOME "TOO 
VULNERABLE TO THE EXTREME LEFT AND TOO DEPENDENT ON THE 
UNIONS." HE CAME OUT IN FAVOR OF AN ALL-PARTY GOVERNMENT 
AND TO THIS END URGED THE ELECTORATE TO VOTE LIBERAL AT 
THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION. 

5. COMMENT: MAYHEW IS A MAVERICK. ALTHOUGH OTHERS IN 
THE PARLIAMENTARY LABOR PARTY MAY SYMPATHIZE WITH HIS 
MISGIVINGS ABOUT THE DIRECTION IN WHICH THE PARTY HAS 
MOVED IN RECENT YEARS, NONE IS EXPECTED TO FOLLOW HIS 
LEAD. HIS DEFECTION NONETHELESS GIVES A PSYCHOLOGICAL 
BOOST TO THE LIBERALS, AND TO THEIR HOPES OF BEING ABLE 
TO JOIN A COALITION GOVERNMENT AFTER THE NEXT GENERAL 
ELECTION. 

6. THEIR EXPECTATIONS IN THIS REGARD RECEIVED AN 
ADDITIONAL FILLIP FROM THE PUBLICATION YESTERDAY OF AN 
ORC POLL THAT SHOWED A RISE TO 22 PERCENT IN THEIR SHARE 

OF SUPPORT AMONG THE ELECTORATE (THEY RECEIVED 19 PERCENT 
OF THE VOTE AT THE LAST GENERAL ELECTION). THE SAME 
POLL PUT THE CONSERVATIVES AND LABOR IN A DEAD HEAT WITH 
37 PERCENT EACH. 

7. OPINION POLLS FLUCTUATE CONSIDERABLY FROM MONTH TO 
MONTH, OF COURSE, BUT IF SUCH A BREAKDOWN OF VOTES WERE 
TO MATERIALIZE AT THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION, THE RESULTS 
WOULD AGAIN DENY ANY PARTY AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY OF SEATS 
IN THE COMMONS. IN THAT EVENT, POPULAR PRESSURE WOULD 

BE MUCH STRONGER THAN LAST TIME FOR A COALITION GOVERN- 
MENT, AND SINCE LABOR HAS CATEGORICALLY RULED OUT PARTI- 
CIPATION IN ANY COALITION, THE SIGNS WOULD POINT TO A 
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CONSERVATIVE-LIBERAL GOVERNMENT - SUPPORTED, IF 
NECESSARY, BY THE NATIONALISTS. 

ANNENBERG 
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